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THE COTY BUILT TDI JK GETS TRAIL READY &
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fo chromoly,
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5 We ps:_'l; up with the Vamcou-

ver build team at ¢ :n::':n' it

the progress on their 2007
TDI JK X is spooling up. Volkswagen's
Z0L TD promises instantaneous torgue
|_'||_*-J'_-l."|_'-r1_.' and throttle TeEpONsEe, '\.':1rr\-:"ili=g
the JE has not been praised for to date,
The 2.0L TI came to Morth America in
a 140HP trim for the Passat and Jetta, For
theeir JE X build, the team at Coty Bailt
reachied acrose the pond and sourced the
European 170HP variant This engine
rolled out of the factory with larger injec
tors, a larger turbo and & head designed
to accommndate bath,. Horn is conhdent
that this litile Wrangler will enjoy 120
]l.|- and looks to realize 400 t-lb once his
tean heas it dialed in. Impressive numbers
if the fuel efficiency can remain north of
SHLS LMk (24 mp)!

Unlike its native Yolkswagen chasais,

this euro spec 200 TDI will not enjoy a
povwer trann owutlil with low friction CV
jobnts, amooth low profile tires and a
highly evolved aero package. Mo, it will
be delivering its torque through a gnarly
sel of 37-in BFG tires while pushing wind
with about the same prodile as a brick. T
ensure & ,:"'_1-|||.| halance of drivability and
|'.|.i|=u.!-u.-. the team called on the gurs at
Yukon Gear and Axle

Kevin at Yukon keew exactly where
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to start, The fear 30-spline Dana 44 would
receive upgr aded chromaoly shalfis, while
FT_

ap froqt, the factory I"HI" plindon X3 h|.l:.|l.l.'

Dana 3 would be up for 2 complete front
chromoly axle kit with U-joints. The JEX
is unigue in that the Bciory upgraded the
rear with the 30-spline Dana 44, leaving
the high pinion 27-spline Dana 30 op
fronl. '!'|n|.|.:.'. all TK's e with & Dhana 44
standard at the rear.

This 2007 X had factory 4:10 gearing,
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Chromoly U-joints and & fresh
coat of paint will do wonders,

which would simply be mismatched with
the power band of the TD when running
larger 37-In tire package. As such, Kevin

recommended Yokon Gear and Axles 5,13

ring and pinien upgrade. When tearing

down the crusty DEM axles, Yukon offers

& full master overhaul bearing and scal kit
On Coty Builts 1L.2L PD TD conver

shon fior the V] and T, they have been

TR HAR 33-in tires on 15- and 17-in fims

The majority of these builds ship with



4:56 gearing, but recently, a large turbo
variant was built and 4:88 gearing was
matched to the 33-in tires and the off-the-
line response on the sireet was deemed
as a perfect At The team is excited to see
b the more powierful 200 feels with the
37-in tire and 5:13 gearing combination.
Chver the past few seasons, while
out on the tralls shaking down the TDI
cofversicon systems, the team at Coty Buill
hive come ta favour electronic lockers.
The ability to disengape the front axles
at the crest of a climb prioT te making
u blind turn has almost become a trail
prereguisize. With the axles torn down,
this is the right time to make this up-
grade, Sumimit Racing was called on and
the Summit team recammended Auburn
Grear's ECTED-Locker. Short for Elec-
trunically Controlled Traction Enhancing
Differentials. Manufactured in the USA,
Aubuarn Gear has been a leader in the Geld
of performance automotive differentials
for over 40 years. A robust cone-clutch
mechanism ks the cornerstone af thelr
chesign, allowing It to work as a Limited
slip-Differential when turned off, and
fully bocked when tarned on.

With the axles in good order, a Rugged

Ridge 4-in 1ift kit was installed to offer ap-
propriate wheel clearance and suspension
articulation. Choosing suspenslon Kits for

the TK platform may seem overwhelm
ing. There are 40 many brands, each with
their own grand claims, What Coty Built
appreciates about the Rugged Ridge hrand
is that their sysiems have Proven o mimn-
age higher-level trail demands, while stil]
offering good day-to-day street driving
The rusty faciory suspension arms and
worn bushings were crying oot for atten-
tion and attention ||‘||_':I.' recelved. RUE-
ged Ridpes’ comprehensive Lift package
includes bushings, springs, dampers and
new stoul arms, with four longer travel
nitrogen charged dampers to round out
the kit. With the added rolling diameter
and 4-in suspension, this JK has :d-:rl'.\-lfd
an agaressive Tonka look and feel,

With a parent company that special-
izes in ultra fast streetcars, it 1s no surprise
that Coty Built 1ok a papge out aof HPA
Motoreports tuning book and looked a
upgrading the brakes. Having an existing
relationship with Baer Brakes, they were
thrifled to learn that Baer had recently
developed a front and rear big brake kit
for the [K. The radical increase in wheel
dianmseter, coupled with the burp in roll-
ing mass, sparked the demand for more
responsive and durable braking solutions.
Now, add in the performance targets for
the TDI comversion, and this upgrade was
A Lep pridrity,

Baer’s fromt system features the 6P
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The lift kit in place,
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&-platon caliper mounted to a 13,5400
L-plece ximc plated rotor: This is de
signed as a direct bolt on for the Tk, and
pe-uses the factory hoszes, At the rear
Baer's 54 4-pisten caliper is mounted to
2 12.2-in 1-piece {stock size) zinc plated
rotor. This system is designed (o rewss
the Factory leep park brake asse mhily
and comes with Baers unigue Verishde
brackets to allow the 4-piston caliper

L float with the stock C-clip axles

Baer designed this system to Fit under

a I7-lm wheel, so tucking them mnider
the planned 20-In wheels won't pose an

AhdlEL.

The only thing missing on this build was
lighting. The company’s show hanler,
which covers tens of thousands of Kilo
melres & Year 1o meet and greet entihu-
aiasts froim coast o coast, relies on high
tech lights from I'W Speaker. In northern
B, swhere the city limlts are long borgot
fer, vl can fruly encounter a black
|'.!y_||'. Horn enjoys hitting the trails at
ight and as such was laoking for 2 com
nrehensive solutlon for this bild

A black face was requested for the
headlights and roof top lights to of-
fer additional attitude to function. Jw
Speaker offers factory replacement [it-
meril for both the headlights and fraom
bumper fogs. Since thelr eniTy into the
market, they have made great efforts o
listen to thelr custormers and the 8700
Evo [ hexdlights being installed are the
latest evolution, where beam patterns
have been enhanced and thelr inmovative
new Combfortlite T high beam delivers
addivional dlumination above the hori
zon, Crn the upper [ight bar, the TS3000s

were 3 cianbin 1of flood and spot to
give the Jeeps lighting setup even more
reach in the dark

With the frant geille remeved and
the black lights instalied, the 1K is al
st a thoow back to a vehicle from Mel
Cribsors Mad Max flm. We are looking
forward to the conclusion of this baild

and our flest DpparTunity Lo ger biehind

i 1 s
the wheel Foklog u|.-||__-.' ITh UE Xt

installment as the TDI gets button

and put throwgh its paces on the

house 4WD rolling road simulator
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